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XINGCHENG SITE OF

HELONG COUNTY
(Abstract)

This is a report on the excavation of Xingcheng site, an ancient resident of Tumen Val-
ley, located on 30 — meter — higt bank of the Hailan River, Northeastern of Helong County,
Jilin Province. In the site, there are 8 houses of Neolithic, 21 houses of Bronze as well as a
lot of pottery, stone tools and bone tools unearthed during the excavation in 1986~ 1987.

The houses of Neolithic are semi — underground with 0.2~0.8 meter deep, rectangular
with fireplace on the floor. In the houses, two slope doorways were found. There were 5
postholes found in better preserved House in Area A, distributed at center and corners of the
house. In House 16 of Area B, the postholse were distributed along the wall.

Pottery found in the houses were brown clay, made by hand. One kind of clay, tem-
pered with large sands, was mainly in shape of deep cylinder pots, with decoration of paral-
lel lines, crosses, chevron etc. Another kind of clay with fine sands, were mainly basins
pots and dishes, with decoration of geometric design, such as Lei design, triangular, con-

centric circles etc.

Tools were chipped and ground stones, and some flaked obsidian. They were hoes,
shovels, hammers and arrowheads.

The houses can be devided into two stages according to the stratigraphy and the remains
in them. In the early stage, decoration on the pottery were more regular, mainly in parallel
lines, chevron, Lei pattern and triangle forms. In the late stage, pottery were with rough
design of concentric circles, and with appearance of red slip pottery. The early stage can be
dated as c.4600~5000bp, and later as c.4300~4600bp.

The houses of Bronze were mainly under — ground, with 1.2 meter deep, and preserved
better. Only in two houses doorways were found. The floor was plastered. In the houses
there were oval shallow basins as hearth. There were buttresses around the houses to support

the wall. The postholes were distributed in two rows in center, and along the wall.
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The pottery of Bronze was mdae of plain coarse brown clay, occasionally with incised or
applied design. The rims of vessels were decorated with wave pattern. There were urns,
pots, basins, bowls, cups, jugs etc. There were also many spindle whorls. Tools were
mainly ground stones and with a number of flaked obsidians. There were hammers, adzes,
chisels, knives, shovels, arrowheads, net — weights etc. There were also many bone
tools.

The Bronze remains can be divided into 3 stages according to pottery typology. In the
early stage, characterized by lower level of House 6 and House 4 in Area A, pottery were
small size and simple form, characterized by cylinder vessels, globular pots, and large open
shallow basins. In the middle stage, characteized by cylinder vessels, globular pots, and
large open shallow basins. In the middle stage, characterized by House 9 of Area A, there
were many shapes of pots, with deeper, smaller mouth vessels. In the later stage, pottery
was large size, in large mouth and small base shape. According to carbon dating, the early
stage was dated at c.3700 ~4000bp, the middle at c.3400~3700bp, and the later at c.
3200bp.

- . - ”
As the remains, it was distinctive, so it can be called “Xingcheng Culture”.
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